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Protecting our Past and Preserving our Future

Basic Conservation Easement Facts:

o Easements are tailored to fit the needs and desires of each individual landowner and parcel of land
e Conservation easements do not require public access to the protected land

e Any landowner may sell or donate a conservation easement
e A landowner may protect an entire parcel or parts of it

e The landowner does not give up ownership of the land, but may continue to live on it, sell it, or pass it

to his heirs

e Donated conservation easements are recognized as tax-deductible charitable donations by the IRS

YCF PROPERTY UPDATE

As of 2010, YCF has assisted
in the conservation of over
8,800 acres of property in
York County. Most re-
cently, the Commission
funded a bargain purchase
easement on 95 acres of the
Bonner Thomason property,
located at the intersection of
Hwy 5 and Hwy 49, near
York. With significant open
space and abundant natural
resources, the property in-
cludes substantial wetlands
(aerial view shown, above
right), as well as the Thoma-
son family’s historic home,
which is considered to be
eligible for the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.
Due to its proximity to

York, the tract will serve as
an integral piece of a pro-
posed greenbelt of properties
buffering the county seat. A
segment of the regional Caro-
lina Thread Trail will also

cross the property.

The Thomason family previ-
ously donated a conservation

YCF funded the purchase of
this 92 acre monadnock in the
Clover area, which rises over
900 feet, and offers unique
views of the surrounding area.
Home to the iron ore mines
for William Hill’s Revolution-
ary War ironworks, remains of
the mines are still visible to-
day. Many historians believe
the mountain was also a stop
on the Underground Railroad

for runaway slaves.

The site now offers walking
trails, picnic areas, an open-air
teaching pavilion, and viewing
for a variety of plants and wild-
life. The gates are open to the
public daily from 8:00 a.m. to
dusk. A parking area can be
accessed from West Liberty
Hill Road at the base of the
mountain. The park is a primi-
tive site with no restroom

facilities or ranger on duty.

easement on 337 acres of
this same property. YCF
facilitated this initial dona-
tion also, by providing
stewardship and administra-
tive fees to Nation Ford
Land Trust (NFLT), which
holds the easements on

both tracts.

FEATURED PROPERTY:
NANNY’S MOUNTAIN

Park Location

Ste Rt 113,

APRIL, 2010

Did you know?

Although ranked 40th in
size, South Carolina is the
|0th fastest developing
state with rural to urban
land conversion.

The Nature Conservancy

[—

Why Should We Preserve
Our Resources?

Resource preservation is an invest-
ment that pays many dividends, to
both the individual citizen and the
community. Acclaimed conservation-
ist Gifford Pinchot noted that the
purpose of conservation is:

The greatest good to the greatest
number of people for the longest
time.

Economic Benefits
Increase Property Values
Attract New Business & Industry
Reduce Cost of Services
Stimulate Local Economy

Environmental Benefits
Control Pollution
Manage Floodplains-Stormwater
Protect Wildlife & Vegetation

Community Benefits
Promote Healthy Lifestyle
Provide Low-cost Recreation
Manage Growth Responsibly
Improve Quality of Life

a8 EARTH DAY
&Y APRIL 22

Be sure to stop by the YCF displays at
Earth Day celebrations at the Anne
Springs Close Greenway in Fort Mill, on
Saturday, April 17th, from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m., and the Museum of York
County in Rock Hill, on Saturday, April
24th, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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SC CENTURY FARMS PROGRAM

The South Carolina Century
Farms Program was created in
1974 to honor families whose
farms have been in the same
family for 100 years or more.
To date, over 300 properties
in the state have been desig-
nated Century Farms. This
program is administered by
the Pendleton District Com-

mission.

In order to qualify, a portion
of the original property must
remain intact and the line of
family ownership must be
unbroken. To apply, the appli-

The historic White Home

in Rock Hill is on the
National Register.

YCF Meetings are held
on the fourth Monday of
each month at 4:30 p.m.,
at the York County Office
Complex on Heckle
Boulevard in Rock Hill.

cation must be sent in with
copies of original documents
such as deeds, wills, and plats

to prove claims.

Owners of Century Farms
receive a certificate, plaque
for their property, recogni-
tion in the local media, and
with the cooperation of their
local representative to the
state legislature, a resolution
of congratulations from the
South Carolina General As-
sembly. For further informa-
tion, contact the Pendleton
District at (864) 646-7271 or

centuryfarm(@.pendletondistrict.org

York County Farm 2007 2002 % of

Facts change

Number of Farms 1,038 858 +21

Land in Farms ( in acres) 124,176 118,997 +4

Average Size of Farms 120 139 -14

(in acres)

Market Value of Products | 92,467,000 | 82,873,000 +12

Sold (in $)

Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL REGISTER?

The National Register of His-
toric Places (NR) is a list of
properties or sites significant
in our nation’s past, which is
maintained in  Washington,
D.C., by the National Park
Service. Properties are added
to the list by nominations
submitted by citizens nation-
wide through State Historic
Preservation Offices. South
Carolina has over 1,300 list-
ings in the National Register.
This includes over 160 his-

toric districts.

ABOUT THE YCF

The York County Forever
Commission (YCF) was cre-
ated by York County Council
in 1998, to promote and pro-
tect the county’s significant
natural, cultural, historic, and
environmental resources.
The Commission is composed
of nine members: a citizen
appointed from each of the
seven Council districts and
non-voting representatives
from Nation Ford Land Trust
and the Culture & Heritage
Commission. YCF has limited

York County currently has a
total of 53 sites on the NR.
This number includes historic
districts in York, Rock Hill,
Clover, and Sharon, with mul-
tiple contributing structures,
as well as individual buildings,
such as the Bethesda Church
in McConnells, the oldest
church building in  York
County, the historic White
Home in Rock Hill, and the

York County Courthouse.

A NR designation places no

funding through tax appro-
priations to assist in the pres-
ervation of select properties

that meet established criteria.

Working in partnerships with
other public agencies and
private landowners, the Com-
mission has helped to con-
serve over 8.000 acres of
unique York County re-
sources, including :  prime
farmland, historic and cultural
sites, endangered plant habi-
tats, passive recreational ar-

restrictions on the property.
The owner is not obligated to
open the property to the
public, and is free to main-
tain, manage, and dispose of it
as they choose. Listing on the
NR does provide limited pro-
tection from development
that uses any federal funds,
qualification for historic pres-
ervation grants, and eligibility
for federal and state tax credit
provisions for qualified reha-
bilitations or charitable con-

tributions.

eas, river corridors and wa-
tersheds, and scenic open

space.

For more information about
the YCF, contact:

York County Forever
1070 Heckle Blvd., A-5
Rock Hill, SC 29732
Phone: 803.909.7221

Fax: 803.909.7478

Email:
jacque.sorrentino@yorkcounty
gov.com
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