
 

 

 

Partnering with the Nation 
Ford Land Trust and the 
Trust for Public Land, YCF 
serves as York County’s 
representative in imple-
menting this project to 
preserve and protect the 
endangered Sugar Creek 
watershed.  The Commis-
sion has committed funding 
to assist with land acquisi-
tion and easement dona-

tion fees.  A portion of the 
NFG will be a link in the 
regional 15 county Carolina 
Thread Trail.    

Sections of the greenway 
now open include the 
Springfield Trail near A. O. 
Jones Boulevard and Fox-
wood Trail near Swampfox 
Drive in Fort Mill.  A Friends 
of the Greenway support  
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PROPERTY UPDATE:  SHERER EASEMENT 
A conservation easement was  
completed in April on 92 acres 
of the  John F. Sherer, Jr., 
Trust property, located near 
Hwy 49 and Anderson-Burgess 
Road in western York County.  
YCF funds were used for a 
bargain purchase of the ease-
ment and for payment of ad-
ministrative and legal fees.  
The easement will be held by 

(Pictured above, Lacey’s Fort 
site is near Sherer property.) 

Statewide Recreation Participation Trends: 
1.   Walking for pleasure or exercise 16.   Jogging/Running 
6.   Picnicking   17.   Watching wildlife 
9.   Bicycling   24.   Guided nature trail/study 
12. Visiting natural features  25.   Bird watching 
 
In a statewide survey for the 2008 SC State Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), participants listed 
walking as their No. 1 recreation activity.    Seven of the other top 25 activities can also be en-
joyed at local trails and parks. 
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Economic Benefits of       
Passive Recreation 

National data find that of nonwork trips, 
which make up the vast majority of travel 
outside the home, 14% are within 1/2 mile 
and 27% are within 1 mile of home, both 
considered walkable distances.  A further 
63% are within 5 miles of home, consid-
ered a bikeable distance. 
 
By encouraging an active lifestyle, parks, 
trails, and greenways provide an opportu-
nity to incorporate exercise into the rou-
tine of everyday life. There are also docu-
mented economic advantages to commu-
nities that support these amenities.   
 
A 2008 study from the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy highlights the economic 
benefits for investing in infrastructure that 
supports walking and biking.  The report 
looked at two scenarios:  a “Modest Sce-
nario,” in which cycling and walking for 
transportation increased from 10% to 13% 
on 2001 levels, and a “Substantial Sce-
nario,” in which it increased to 25%.  The 
financial value of improved mobility, fuel 
savings, greenhouse gas reduction, and 
health care savings amounted to more 
than $10 billion annually in the Modest 
Scenario and more $65 billion per year in 
the Substantial Scenario. 
 
While the cost associated with creating a 
park or greenway are concrete and imme-
diate, the long-term value can be meas-
ured in dollars and cents as well. 
 
(From Trust for Public Land, Conservation:  
An Investment that Pays.) 

Nation Ford Land Trust.  The 
Sherer property serves as a 
buffer to a Bullocks Creek 
tributary and is in close prox-
imity to the Lacey’s Fort site, a 
Revolutionary War landmark.  
Valued for its scenic open 
space, the property has views 
of hardwood forest, open 
fields, wetlands,  a creek, and 
river. 

The Nation Ford Greenway (NFG) is a 
vision of parks and conservation areas 
linked by a proposed 30 mile hike and 
bike trail along Sugar Creek and the 
Catawba River in the Fort Mill area. 
 

For maps, upcoming events,  and more infor-
mation about the NFG, check out the website 
at www.nationfordgreenway.com or contact 
Beth Chuck, NFG Coordinator, at 
704.451.7866.   

 Did you know? 
 
A 20-minute walk per day, 
or 100 calories exercise per 
person, could eliminate the 
nation’s obesity epidemic. 
 

Center for Disease Control 

group is planned with a 
September campaign kick-
off date. 
 

(Pictured at left and above, 
sights along NFG.) 



 

 

 

and Lancaster Counties  for ar-
chaeology students  to investi-
gate, excavate, and document  
sites that record the Catawba’s 
history.  Many of these sites have 
been or soon may be lost or 
destroyed because of develop-
ment.  York County is currently 
in the process of updating its 
archaeological protection ordi-
nance, which should better regu-
late development near such sites. 

(Photographs at left show site excava-
tion in progress.  Courtesy of Leigh 
Van Blarcom.) 

On April 27th, YCF members,  
Councilman Chad Williams, and 
York County Planning staff par-
ticipated in  a tour of Catawba 
Nation archaeological sites in 
York County, led by Dr. 
Stephen Davis, Associate Direc-
tor of the Research Laborato-
ries of Archaeology (RLA) at 
UNC-Chapel Hill.    

RLA developed a study of the 
emergence of the Catawba 
Nation in the 18th century, and 
in 2003, began holding annual 
summer field schools in York 

COMMISS ION CORNER 

lected every time property 
is sold in the state.  From 
this revenue source, a com-
petitive grant application 
process was established, 
resulting in the protection of  
a broad range of properties 
throughout the state, either 
through acquisition or con-
servation easements. 
 

Due to state budget cuts 
and fewer real estate trans-
actions, the Bank has re-
ceived limited funding for 

the past two fiscal years.   
A further expected reduc-
tion for the upcoming year, 
will likely mean that funds 
will be available only for 
previously approved grants, 
although the Bank will con-
tinue to accept applications 
for new projects. 
 

For further information, visit 
the Bank’s website at:    
sccbank.sc.gov/ or contact 
Marvin Davant, Executive 
Director, at 803.734.3986. 

WHAT IS THE SC CONSERVATION BANK? 
Established in 2002, by the SC 
General Assembly, the mis-
sion of the Conservation Bank 
is to improve the quality of 
life in SC through the conser-
vation of  significant natural 
resource lands, wetlands, 
historical properties, working 
farms, archaeological sites, 
and open space for public 
enjoyment. 
 

The Bank  is funded almost 
entirely by a small portion of 
the transfer fee that is col-

By 2009, the Conservation 
Bank had helped to preserve 
over 150,000 acres of land in 
SC.  The Bank has assisted 
with two projects in York 
County, the purchase of  land 
for River Park in Rock Hill, 
and a conservation  easement 
on the Abell-Wilson Farm 
near McConnells, which was 
also a YCF project. 
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Be sure to visit the new 
YCF webpage on the 
York County website: 

 
http://
www.yorkcountygov.com/
Departments/
DepartmentsNZ/
PlanningandDevelopment/
Divisions/Planning/
YorkCountyForeverCom-
mission.aspx  

Over 80 miles of walking trails 
are currently open to the pub-
lic  in York County, with many 
more miles planned. 
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