
 

 

 

As part of its mission to pre-
serve historic resources in 
York County, YCF is suppor-
tive of projects that involve 
adaptive reuse, which is the 
process of modifying old 
structures for new purposes.  
As previously reported in 
The Resource (January, 2011), 
the Commission provided 
regular funding assistance for 
restoration of the  White 
Home in Rock Hill.  Built in 
1839, the structure served as 
a home for five generations 
of the George and Anne 
Hutchison White family.  In 
2005, Historic Rock Hill pur-
chased the property from 
family descendants and se-
cured public and private part-
nerships to complete the 
restoration efforts.   

‘Saving the home from its 
rapidly deteriorating condi-
tion and inevitable destruc-
tion and loss, allowed the 
community to continue to 
enjoy this beautiful piece of 
history.  Moreover, since its 
reopening to the public in 
October, 2010, the property 
has a new purpose.  Serving 
as home to the offices of 
Historic Rock Hill, the house 
and grounds are also open 
for historic tours and avail-
able to rent for business 
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Older and historic buildings comprise more than half of the existing 
buildings in the United States. Retention and rehabilitation of these 
buildings preserve the materials, embodied energy, and human capital 
already expended in their construction. The recycling of buildings is 
one of the most beneficial “green” practices, and stresses the impor-
tance and value of historic preservation in the overall promotion of 
sustainability.  Energy and resource conservation in historic buildings 
can be accomplished responsibly without compromising the qualities 
that define their intrinsic historic character.   
 
 

(To find more about  energy and conservation guidelines for historic 
buildings, visit: http://shpo.sc.gov/programs/resources/sustain.htm.) 
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Principles for Sustainable 
Stewardship of Historic 
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Historic preservation is an impor-
tant component of any effort to 
promote sustainable develop-
ment.  Existing buildings and com-
munities are one of our greatest 
renewable resources.  Recycling 
historic buildings is common 
sense. 
 

Reuse of existing buildings re-
duces the amount of demolition 
and construction waste deposited 
in landfills, and lessens unneces-
sary demand for energy and 
other natural resources. 
 

Reinvest in older and historic 
communities that tend to be cen-
trally located, dense, walkable, 
and are often mass-transit acces-
sible, preserving the energy em-
bedded in infrastructure, such as 
roads, water and sewer lines. 
 

Retrofit existing building stock, 
which may be remarkably energy 
efficient because of their site sen-
sitivity, quality of construction, 
and use of passive heating and 
cooling. 
\ 

(Courtesy of National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, Sustainability Posi-
tion Statement.) 

  

 

meetings, weddings, private 
parties, and other social occa-
sions and corporate events.   
 

For more information, visit 
the Historic Rock Hill website 
at: 

 

www.historicrockhill.com/ 
 
 

The Commission is supporting 
a similar project, although on 
a smaller scale, in western 
York County.  Look for fur-
ther information as the plan 
evolves in upcoming issues of 
The Resource. 
 

(Pictured above left, White Home 
prior to restoration.; photo courtesy 
of S.C Department of Archives & 
History; above right, White Home 
following restoration; at left, social 
gathering on grounds of White 
Home, photos courtesy of Zan 
Maddox, Social Design House.)  

 Did you know? 
 

The greenest building is 
one that’s already built. It 
takes energy to construct 
a new building.  It saves 
energy to preserve an old 
one.   
 

Carl Elefante, 
FAIA, LEED AP, Architect 

Copyright (c) National Trust for 
Historic Preservation  

Historic Preservation = Sustainability 
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November, 2011.  Final recom-
mendations to Council or any 
project funding may take six 
months to a year or longer.   
 

For those interested in learning 
more about the process or to 
download a Statement of Interest 
form, please visit the Commis-
sion’s webpage under the Plan-
ning Department on the York 
County website at:  
 

www.yorkcountygov.com  

YCF will be accepting Statement 
of Interest forms until October 
31st  for proposed conservation 
projects  during its second   
semi-annual review cycle for 
2011. Currently, only projects 
which involve donation of prop-
erty or conservation easements 
or allow for unlimited public 
access can be recommended to 
move forward.  The review 
process for projects submitted 
during this cycle will begin in 

COMMISS ION CORNER 

Page 2 

 

information requests and specific queries 
can also be made via telephone, fax, or 
email.  In addition to its extensive collec-
tions, the Historical Center also provides 
educational workshops on designated Satur-
days. There is no charge for admission to 

the Historical Center or the workshops for 
York County residents. For further infor-
mation, please visit the website at:  http://
c h m u s e u m s . o r g / r e s e a r ch - r e q u e s t -
procedures-hc/ or call 803.684.3948, ext. 
33. 
 

Also located at the McCelvey Center is the 
Southern Revolutionary War Institute, 
which contains primary and secondary re-
search materials focusing on the Southern 
Campaign of the Revolutionary War.  The 
only center exclusively dedicated to the 
study of the Revolution in the Southern 
states, there is a particular focus on the 
Carolina backcountry campaigns. In addition 
to scholarly research, the Institute  offers 
academic internships and volunteer oppor-
tunities, publishes books and articles, and 
presents ongoing public educational pro-
grams, lectures, and symposiums.   Open 
Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., there is no admission fee.    

      HISTORICAL CENTER OF YORK COUNTY 

 

THE RESOURCE 

The Historical Center of York County, one 
of the Culture & Heritage Museums, is lo-
cated in the McCelvey Center in York.  
Since 1989 the Historical Center has served 
as the county’s archival repository, and to 
collect, preserve, interpret, and maintain 
records of historical importance.  Holdings 
include various York County court and 
other government records; area family and 
business papers; historic photographs and 
maps; microfilm of local newspapers, federal 
census data, probate and land documents; 
and access to books  that include church 
and cemetery resources, abstracts of re-
cords from other nearby counties, and ge-
nealogical information.   
 

Records are made available to researchers, 
scholars, and genealogists in the Reference 
Room at the Historical Center, which is 
open to the public Monday through Friday, 
and the second Saturday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Both general 

 
Beginning with its September 
26th meeting, YCF will resume 
their regular meeting time of 
4:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday 
of each month.  Meetings are 
held at the York County Office 
Complex, 1070 Heckle Boule-
vard, in Rock Hill.  For addi-
tional information, please con-
tact the York County Planning 
Department at: 
 

803.909.7221 

 

History is who we are 
and why we are the 

way we are. 
 

David McCullough,   
U.S. Historian and Author 

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL FAMILY HISTORY MONTH 
October is National Family His-
tory Month.  An interest in pre-
serving family history is often the 
first step in conserving local and 
community historic resources.  
Primary research can begin with 
personal papers, documents, 
photographs, and conversations 
with  older relatives. Once you 
have this basis of information,  
start with your birth surname 
and work backwards through the 
generations, creating an entry on 
a family chart for each individual 
and their specific life events 
(birth, marriage, death).  Begin a 

surname search on the Internet 
by visiting  genealogical websites 
and message boards.  Although 
not always consistently reliable, 
United States Census records 
are available from 1790 through 
1930 and are a basic starting 
point in locating your family.  
Many census records or indexes 
are available online for free or at 
the local library.  Always keep in 
mind possible alternate spellings 
of your surname as you are 
searching.  Look for  other re-
cords of your ancestors including 
wills and estate papers, land 

deeds, birth, marriage, death, 
military, and immigration records 
both online and with visits to 
local courthouses, churches, 
cemeteries, regional historical 
centers, and state or national 
archives.  Be sure to organize 
your information carefully by 
taking notes, making photocopies 
of original documents, and keep-
ing your family chart up date, 
providing a quick overview of 
your progress.  When you have  
gone as far as you can with one 
line of ancestors, choose another 
and start your research again. 

 

 
 

Copies of historical maps, such as York District 
from the 1825 Mills’ Atlas, pictured above, are 
available to view at the Historical Center. 
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