
 

 

 

Worth Mountain is a 1,648 
tract located off Hwy 211 
on the Broad River, near 
Hickory Grove.  Purchased 
in a bargain sale with York 
County Forever funds and 
managed by SCDNR, the 
property is open to the 
public year-round during 
daylight hours. The site is a 
protected area that con-

serves fish, wildlife, and 
other natural resources,   
for fishing, hunting, hiking, 
bird watching, and other 
compatible uses, subject to 
all state and local regula-
tions.  Natural features in-
clude several ponds, a vari-
ety of plants and hardwoods, 
and a monadnock rock out-
cropping.  The property is a 
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YCF PROPERTY CONSERVATION SUMMARY 
As of 2010, York County For-
ever has expended approxi-
mately $3.9 million, or about 
$445 per acre, in preserving 
over 8,800, acres of the 
county’s valuable resources.     
Working in partnership with 
other public agencies and pri-
vate landowners, these prop-
erties include prime farmland, 
historic sites, endangered plant 
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America’s Great Outdoors:   
 

Your ideas for protecting the 
places you love 

In April, 2010, President Obama an-
nounced the America’s Great Outdoors 
(AGO) Initiative, a national dialogue to 
seek the best ideas on conservation; how 
these ideas can be pursued so that local 
communities embrace them; and ways the 
federal government can be more responsi-
ble stewards in promoting resource con-
servation.  The AGO Initiative focuses on 
reconnecting Americans to the outdoors 
and promoting community-level efforts to 
conserve and restore outdoor spaces.   
 

The Department of Interior (DOI) is host-
ing an online forum to vote on ideas that 
should be included in the AGO Initiative.  
This is an opportunity for each individual 
to provide their unique perspective about 
the challenges of protecting local land-
scapes, the programs and strategies that 
are successful and should be duplicated, 
and the additional tools and resources 
that can be provided to make conserva-
tion partnerships with the federal govern-
ment more effective.   These recommen-
dations for a 21st century conservation 
agenda will be compiled and reported 
back to the president at the end of  No-
vember. 
 

To participate in the survey or share your 
ideas, visit the DOI website before No-
vember 15th  at: 
 

http://ideas.usda.gov/ago/ideas.nsf/
ProductByAreaMostRecent?
openview&restricttocategory=What%
20Works 

habitats, passive recreational 
areas, river corridors and wa-
tershed, and scenic open space 
throughout the county.  A 
variety of conservation tools 
has been utilized, including 
purchase of development 
rights, bargain sales, conserva-
tion easements, acquisition, 
and fee simple donation. 

 Did you know? 
 

Tourism is the largest indus-
try in South Carolina.  York 
County alone generated $159 
million in visitor spending in 
2008, and supported 1,830 
jobs in the tourism industry. 
 

  SCPRT 

primitive area and there are 
no restrooms or other visi-
tor amenities. Access to the 
site is available at several 
gates and parking areas 
along Hwy 211.  
 

For further information or 
to discuss requests to hold 
special events, contact Jeff 
Witt, with SCDNR, at 864. 
427.5140. 

 

 

The tables at left show activities 
as ranked by US tour operators of 
expected tourist demand for out-
door recreation  vacations and 
heritage cultural vacations for 
2009.  Most of these interests are 
available for enjoyment in York 
County. 
 

From SCPRT, Tourism Product Develop-
ment Concept for the Catawba Region. 

Outdoor Recreation Vacation 
Expectations 

Heritage-Cultural Vacation 
Expectations 

Camping Festivals/Events 
Fishing African American History 
Hiking Revolutionary/Civil War 
Nature Sightseeing Native American Heritage 
Lake/River Cruises Heritage Towns 
Sailing Museums/Art Galleries 
Whitewater Rafting Mountain Life Heritage 
Mountain Biking Theatre/Music 
Canoeing/Kayaking Farming/Rural Heritage 
Horse Riding Trails Industrial Heritage/Textiles 

Protecting scenic open 
space and natural re-
sources, like this area 
along the Broad River, is 
part of  YCF’s mission. 



 

 

 

The Commission has also estab-
lished a semi-annual project cycle 
which provides a timeline for the 
complete conservation process, 
including making recommenda-
tions to York County Council, 
negotiating  with landowners, 
requesting funding approval, and 
executing legal documentation 
for finished projects.  By pre-
scribing a more standardized 
process, YCF hopes to raise 
public awareness of resource 
conservation, institute a more 
proactive property preservation 
policy, and maintain an open 

Over the past year, YCF has  
focused on revising and stream-
lining its property conservation 
process by developing several 
new procedures and forms. A 
one-page Landowner Conserva-
tion Statement of Interest form is 
now available for anyone inter-
ested in working with the Com-
mission to preserve their prop-
erty. Any forms submitted will 
then be reviewed by YCF to 
determine if the proposed pro-
ject meets its mission criteria, 
before a more in-depth analysis 
proceeds.  

dialogue with Council repre-
sentatives about the direction 
of the county’s conservation 
policy.   
 

For further information or 
to obtain a Landowner Conser-
vation Statement of Interest 
form, please visit the YCF 
webpage under the Planning 
Department section on the 
York County website at: 
  

www.yorkcountygov.com  
  

or contact Commission staff 
at 803.909.7221. 

COMMISS ION CORNER 

Hill Blackjacks Heritage Pre-
serve on Winchester Road.  
All of these tracts are open to 
the public and allow some 
form of seasonal hunting for 
small game or deer, fishing, 
hiking, biking, or other out-
door recreation. All activities 
are subject to state and local 
regulations. Each of the sites 
offers visitors unique outdoor 
opportunities.  A large variety 
of mast-producing hardwoods 
can be found on the James 
Ross tract. Annual youth ori-

ented events are held at the 
Draper WMA to introduce 
children to fun and sports-
manship in the outdoors.  The 
Blackjacks Heritage Preserve 
includes an abundant variety 
of wildflowers and rare plant 
communities.  The Preserve is 
also the only location where 
the federally endangered 
Schweinitz’s Sunflower enjoys 
permanent protection.   
 

For further information about 
each of the properties, please 
visit the SCDNR website. 

SCDNR MANAGED LANDS IN YORK COUNTY 
In addition to Worth Moun-
tain, SCDNR owns or man-
ages five other properties, 
totaling over 2,000 acres, in 
York County.  These proper-
ties include the Draper Wild-
life Management Area (WMA) 
near Historic Brattonsville, 
the Herbert Kirsh Wildlife 
Conservation Area on Burris 
Road, the James Ross Wildlife 
Reservation on Old Pinckney 
Road, a McConnells tract near 
the intersection of Parson and 
Simpson Roads, and the Rock 

The South Carolina 
Department of Natural 
Resources (SCDNR) serves 
as the advocate for and 
steward of South Carolina’s 
natural resources. 
 

www.dnr.sc.gov  
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This brief form is one of 
YCF’s new procedures to 
carry out its conservation 
mission more effectively. 

(Above, monument at Kings Mountain 
National Military Park.) 
 

In the fall of 1780, patriots 
from Virginia, Tennessee, and 
North Carolina formed a mili-
tia to drive the British from 
the southern colonies.  In a 
fourteen day trek over the 
Appalachian Mountains, they 
joined South Carolina patriots 
to defeat British troops at the 
Battle of Kings Mountain on 
October 7, 1780, considered 
by many historians to be the 
turning point of the Revolu-
tionary War.    

 

This 220 mile route  from 
Abingdon, Virginia, through 
Eastern Tennessee, over the 
North Carolina mountains and 
piedmont of South Carolina to 
Kings Mountain National Mili-
tary Park, has been designated 
a national historic trail. Since 
1975, a reenactment of this 
journey is held annually led by 
the Overmountain Victory 
Trail Association.  Participants 
include descendants of the 
original soldiers, history buffs, 
school groups, and citizens 
who join the march along the 
way, to the finale at Kings 

Mountain.  The 2010 event 
(September 23rd  to October 
7th) will mark the 35th anni-
versary of the march and the 
230th anniversary of the Battle 
of Kings Mountain.  The public 
is invited to attend the Octo-
ber 7th ceremony at the Kings 
Mountain National Park Visitor 
Center for a wreath laying at 
11:00 a.m. and the arrival of 
the Overmountain Victory 
Marchers at 3:00 p.m.   
 

For additional information, 
contact  Katherine Lynn, at 
864.936.7221, or visit the web-
site at www.nps.gov/kimo/. 

The mission of the Over Moun-
tain Victory Trail Association 
(OVTA) is to protect , preserve, 
and interpret the route of the 
Campaign to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain.  The OVTA is respon-
sible for clearing, marking, and 
managing the route, as well as 
trail promotion, through presen-
tations to civic and school 
groups, and leading an annual 
reenactment of  the original 
march. 

OVERMOUNTAIN VICTORY TRAIL  

www.ovta.org  
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