
 

 

 

Located near the Town of 
Clover, this eleven acre tract 
includes a sizeable outcrop of 
granitic flatrock, an ecosys-
tem found in the Southern 
Piedmont region of the 
Unites States, particularly in 
South Carolina and Georgia.  
These sites consist of small 
to expansive exposures of 
granite or gneissic rocks that 
have a smooth  surface. Con-
sidered a geological and natu-
ral treasure, the granite out-
crop serves to protect vernal 
pools, natural depressions 
with intact rims and shallow 
soils, that for several weeks 
in early spring fill with water, 
often harboring rare or en-
dangered plant species.  The 
Clover outcrop is home to 
several uncommon plants, 

including the globally rare 
pool sprite, amphianthus 
pussillus.   
 

The property was donated to 
York County by Dr. Betty 
Knox, formerly of Clover, in 
memory of her husband, Jack 
Knox, and his father, John 
Knox.  YCF facilitated the 
donation by providing legal 
and stewardship fees, as well 
as funding to   rehabilitate 
and secure the site. Working 
with Nation Ford Land Trust, 
the Commission  secured the 
placement of a conservation 
easement on the property in 
2009. ensuring its permanent  
preservation.  
 

Although not currently open 
to the public, long-term plans 
include placement of board-
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Why Should We Save       
Endangered Species? 

 

There are many reasons to save 
endangered plants and animal  
species for future generations use 
and enjoyment. 
 

Medicinal:  Plants are responsible 
for a variety of useful medications.  
About 40% of all prescriptions are 
composed from the natural com-
pounds of different species.   
 

Agricultural:  Wild relatives of 
common crops contain essential 
disease-resistant material and can 
provide the means to develop new 
crops to grow in drought-stricken 
areas or those with poor soil, help-
ing  to alleviate world hunger. 
 

Ecological:  Plants and animal 
species are foundations of healthy 
ecosystems that humans depend on 
to purify their air and clean their 
water. 
 

Commercial:  Various wild spe-
cies are commercially raised, di-
rectly contributing to local and 
regional economies. 
 

Recreational:  Plant and animal 
species and their ecosystems form 
the basis of the US tourism indus-
try, supplying recreational and qual-
ity of life values. 
\ 
(For more information, please see 
www.endangeredredspecies.com.)  

 

walk trails which will allow 
public access and enjoyment, 
while protecting the fragile 
habitat of the site.   
 

A larger granitic outcrop, 
Forty Acre Rock Heritage 
Preserve, is located off Hwy 
601 in Kershaw County.  Man-
aged by SCDNR, the 2,267 
acre natural national landmark 
is open daily during daylight 
hours and, in addition to a 
fourteen acre rock, includes 
hiking trails, a variety of wild-
life and wildflowers, waterfalls, 
caves, and hardwood forests.  

For further information, visit 
the SCDNR website at: 
 

www.dnr . sc .gov /mlands /
managedland?p_id=42 
 

(Pictured above left, granite expanse 
in Clover; above right, mosses and 
lichens on the Clover site.) 

 Did you know? 
 

As of May, 2011, SCDNR 
listed six endangered, threat-
ened, or potentially threat-
ened species in York County:  
 

*  Bald Eagle      
*  Carolina Heelsplitter Mussel 
*  Dwarf Flowered Heartleaf 
*  Little Amphianthus Sprite 
*  Schweinitz’s Sunflower 
*  Georgia Aster     

  Endangered Species Program 

 

The pur-
pose of the 
federal En-
dangered 
Species Act  

(ESA) of 1973 is to protect and 
recover imperiled species and 
the ecosystems upon which 
they depend.  The Interior De-
partment’s US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Commerce 

Department’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service administer 
the ESA program.  The term 
“endangered” refers to those 
species that are on the brink 
of extinction now.  
“Threatened” species are 
likely to be on the brink in the 
near future.  As of November, 
2011, there are over 400 en-
dangered or threatened animal 

species1 in the United States 
and more than 600 plant 
species.    These numbers 
change frequently as species 
are added or removed from 
the list. For a complete data-
base of all endangered or 
threatened species, and to 
learn more about the pro-
gram, please visit:  http://
www.fws.gov/endangered/ 
 
1Includes birds, insects, amphibi-
ans, insects, arachnids, crusta-
ceans, and corals. 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/�
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/�
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/�
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/�
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      SC HERITAGE TRUST PROGRAM 

 

The Commission welcomed two 
new members during 2011.  
Greg FitzGerald of Rock Hill, 
representing the Seventh Council 
District (Councilman Chad Wil-
liams) was appointed in April to 
his first three-year term.  Cathy 
Bratton of Hickory Grove, rep-
resenting the Third Council Dis-

THE RESOURCE 

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of  Natural  Re-
sources’ (SCDNR) Heritage  
Trust Program was created in 
1976, the first such program 
in the nation, to help stem the 
tide of habitat loss by protect-
ing critical natural habitats and 
significant cultural sites.  Ena-
bling legislation directed 
SCDNR, working with other 
state agencies, to set aside a 
portion of the state’s rich 
natural and cultural heritage in 
a system of heritage preserves 
to be protected for the bene-
fit of present and future gen-
erations.  These sites provide 
resources for scientific re-

search and serve as reservoirs 
of natural and historical ele-
ments and habitats for rare 
and vanishing species.   

 

Funding for the Heritage Trust 
Program depended on dona-
tions and federal aid until 
1986, when the Heritage  
Land Trust Fund was created, 
with revenue collected from 

the real estate documentary 
stamp tax, and by a small 
amount of state appropria-
tions for the acquisition and 
management of significant 
natural and cultural areas.  
   

Because of the economic 
downturn of recent years, the 
program has refocused its 
efforts from acquisition to 
assisting owners and those 
interested in land stewardship 
in working together to save 
special places.  There are six 
heritage preserves/wildlife 
management areas in York 
County, and over seventy in 
the State of South Carolina, 
protecting more than 90,000, 
acres, imperiled plants and 
animals, and archaeological 
sites.   

 

The Preserves are open for 
public educational and recrea-
tional uses during daylight 
hours in accordance with 
SCDNR rules and regulations.  

Some Trust properties also 
offer game hunting opportuni-
ties and are therefore consid-
ered a part of the Wildlife 
Management Area program, 
lands leased and owned by 
DNR for wildlife conservation 
and management. 
 

For more information and 
property locations, please 
visit: www.sc.dnr.gov/. 

trict (Councilman Eric Win-
stead) was appointed in No-
vember to fill one year remain-
ing on a Commissioner’s term, 
who was no longer able to 
serve. 
 

Commissioner Jamie White, 
representing the Fifth Council 
District (Councilman Curwood 
Chappell) was reappointed to a 
second three-year term in Au-
gust. 
 

YCF is comprised of a Commis-
sioner representing  each of the 
seven Council districts.  They 
can serve a maximum of two 
consecutive three-year terms.  
There are also two ex-officio 
(non-voting) Commissioners 
who represent Nation Ford 
Land Trust and the Culture & 
Heritage Commission that 
serve as part of YCF. 

YCF will be accepting Statement 
of Interest forms from January 1, 
2012,  through April 30, 2012, 
for proposed conservation pro-
jects  during its semi-annual 
review cycle. Currently, only 
projects which involve donation 
of property or conservation 
easements or allow for unlim-
ited public access can be rec-
ommended to move forward.  
The review process for projects 
submitted during this cycle will 
begin in May, 2012.  Final rec-
ommendations to Council or 
any project funding may take six 
months to a year or longer.   
 

For those interested in learning 
more about the process or to 
download a Statement of Interest 
form, please visit the Commis-
sion’s webpage under the Plan-
ning Department on the York 
County website at:  

 www.yorkcountygov.com  
   
 

Starting on February 21, 2012,  
YCF will begin  meeting at  
6:00 p.m., on the third Tues-
day of each month, and will 
meet only  as needed for dis-
cussion, project review, and 
decisions regarding Council 
recommendations. All meet-
ings will continue to be held at 
the York County Office Com-
plex, 1070 Heckle Boulevard, 
in Rock Hill.  For additional 
information and to confirm 
specific meeting dates, please 
contact York County Planning 
Department staff at: 
 

 803.909.7221 
 
 

 The Resource, the official publication of the 
York County Forever Commission, is pub-

lished quarterly. 

(Pictured above, the federally endan-
gered Schweinitz’s sunflower, is 
permanently protected at the Black-
jack Heritage Preserve in Rock Hill. 
Photo courtesy of   SCDNR and 
www.scwildlife.com.)  

(Pictured above, York County legisla-
tive representatives attending the 
opening of the Herb Kirsh Wildlife 
Conservation Area in 2007.  Located 
on Burris Road, near McConnells, 
YCF assisted in funding the 356– 
acre acquisition.  Photo courtesy of   
SCDNR.)  
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