
 

 

 

As part of their mission to 
preserve and develop cul-
tural and historical re-
sources in York County. 
York County Forever has 
provided regular funding 
assistance for the restora-
tion of the White Home 
and grounds in Rock Hill. 
This 170-year-old landmark 
is on the National Register 
and was built by one of 
Rock Hill’s earliest settlers, 
George White, and his wife, 
Ann Hutchison White.  
Home to five generations of 
the White family, the prop-
erty also represents the 
birth and development of 
the City of Rock Hill.  In the 
late 1840s, George White 
offered a right-of-way 
through his farm to the first 

railroad line in the area, 
shifting it from the originally 
proposed Ebenezer village.  
A depot eventually built 
near the White property 
helped to establish the new 
community of Rock Hill. 
 

Historic Rock Hill purchased 
the property from the 
White family in 2005. and 
directed the subsequent 
renovation. A grand opening 
held in October, 2010, 
showcased the site which 
includes the main house and 
several outbuildings on 
more than three acres of 
property, located at 258 
East White Street. The 
home, which houses a col-
lection of historic photo-
graphs and documents, is 

FEATURED SITE:  WHITE HOME 

 

York County has 53 properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, ranking it 
number 7 out of South Carolina’s 46 counties.  
These sites include historic districts in down-
town York, Rock Hill, Clover, Fort Mill, Sharon,  
and Historic Brattonsville, each with many 
contributing structures.  There are also a vari-
ety of individual sites located throughout the 
county.  For further information, visit the SC 
Department of Archives & History website at: 
 

http://shpo.sc.gov/properties/  

National Register Sites in  York County 
Include: 

 

♦ Kings Mountain National Military Park 
♦ Bethesda Church (McConnells) 
♦ W. L. Hill Store (Sharon) 
♦ Hightower Hall (Historic Brattonsville) 
♦ Old Hermon Church (Rock Hill) 
♦ Nation Ford Road (Fort Mill) 
♦ Tillman Hall (Winthrop University) 
♦ York County Courthouse 
♦ Rock Hill Cotton Factory 
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The Economic Benefits of 
Historic Preservation in 

South Carolina 
 

According to a 2010 study commissioned 
by the South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History, the Palmetto Con-
servation Foundation, and the Palmetto 
Trust for Historic Preservation, there are 
quantifiable benefits from historic preser-
vation.  Their published report concludes 
that annual preservation activities in the 
state have added an estimated $73.5 mil-
lion in total spending and increased labor 
earnings by $22 million, while maintaining 
the unique qualities of downtowns and 
neighborhoods.  Historic preservation in 
South Carolina helps to: 
 

Create jobs - Preservation activities 
directly create 400 jobs annually– mostly 
in construction, architectural services, and 
related activities.  Another 369 jobs are 
indirectly created throughout the econ-
omy as a result of construction activity. 
Increase property values - Properties 
located within locally designated historic 
districts are in general worth more, ap-
preciate faster, and retain more of their 
value than properties located outside the 
district. 
Inspire Heritage Tourism - Heritage 
tourism results in $325.6 million annually 
in direct spending in SC, thus creating 
9,097 jobs directly and another 2,300 jobs 
indirectly. 
Spur downtown revitalization -
Between 1984 and 2000  a total of $375 
million was invested in downtowns, creat-
ing 6,153 jobs, 1,752 businesses, and re-
storing 1,597 buildings. 
 

(Excerpted from Chad Lennox & Jennifer Rev-
els, Smiling Faces Historic Places, 2010.) 

 Did you know? 
 

More Revolutionary War 
battles and skirmishes 
were fought in SC than in 
any other state.   
 

  

 

open to the public for tours 
four days per week and can 
be reserved for community, 
business, and social func-
tions. 
 

For more information, visit 
the Historic Rock Hill web-
site at: 
 

www.historicrockhill.com/ 
 

(Pictured above left, White Home 
exterior, October, 2010.; above 
right, restored cabin on property.; 
below, interior meeting space. 
Photos courtesy of Zan Maddox, 
Social Design House)  



 

 

 

web page on the York County 
website at: 
 

www.yorkcountygov.com  
 

and click on the YCF link, or 
contact Commission staff at: 
 

York County Planning 
1070 Heckle Boulevard, A-5 
Rock Hill, SC 29732 
 

Telephone:  803.909.7221 
 

E-Mail:  jacque.sorrentino@ 
yorkcountygov.com  

The first York County Forever 
Commission meeting in 2011 
will be held on Tuesday, January 
11th.  Meetings will then re-
sume the regularly scheduled  
date of the fourth Monday of 
each month at the York County 
Office Complex, 1070 Heckle 
Boulevard, in Rock Hill.  All 
meetings will begin at 4:30 p.m.  
 

For the most updated informa-
tion about the Commission, its 
mission, and projects, please 
visit the Planning  Department’s 

 

COMMISS ION CORNER 

neighborhoods, and tribal  
nations which protect and 
celebrate their heritage.  To 
date, more than 760 commu-
nities have been designated.  
Along with promotional bene-
fits and technical assistance, 
benefits include eligibility to 
apply for Preserve America 
matching grants to sustain 
historic and cultural sites.  
 

York County achieved Pre-
serve America designation  in 
part because of the historical 
and educational programs and 
sites  managed by the Culture 

& Heritage Museums, such as 
Historic Brattonsville and the 
McCelvey Center; the public-
private heritage tourism part-
nership formed to restore the 
McCrory Building and Friend-
ship Nine Lunch Counter in 
Rock Hill; and such annual 
heritage observances as Yap 
Ye Iswa, the Catawba festival, 
Feis Chlobhair in Clover that 
honors the Scots-Irish influ-
ence, and the Battle of Hucks 
Defeat, a Revolutionary War 
battle reenactment at Historic 
Brattonsville. 

PRESERVE AMERICA PROGRAM 
Created in 2003, Preserve 
America is a federal program 
that encourages and supports 
community efforts to enjoy 
our cultural and natural heri-
tage.  Goals of the program 
include a greater shared 
knowledge about the nation’s 
past, strengthened regional 
pride, increased local partici-
pation in preserving our heri-
tage assets, and support for 
the economic vitality of our 
communities.  This program 
recognizes and designates 
municipal it ies, counties, 

  
York County was officially 
designated a Preserve 
America community in 
2008 .   For  more 
information about the 
program, visit their 
website at: 
 
www.preserveamerica.gov  
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Historic preservation provides 
benefits to individuals as well 
as to the whole community.  
Tax savings are available at the 
federal, state, and local level  
for restoration and rehabilita-
tion projects that meet specific 
guidelines. 
 

Income-producing buildings 
(offices, stores, or rental hous-
ing) that are listed on the Na-
tional Register are eligible for a 
20% federal historic rehabilita-
tion income tax credit.  Build-
ings that meet the federal cri-
teria may also be eligible for a 
10% SC state income tax 
credit as well.  Owner-
occupied residences that are 
on or eligible for the National 

Register may qualify for a 25% 
SC state income tax credit of 
allowable rehabilitation ex-
penses.   
 

Many local governments also 
offer preservation tax incen-
tives.  Both York County and 
the City of Rock Hill assess 
eligible rehabilitated historic 
properties, whether owner-
o c c u p i e d  o r  i n c o m e -
producing, at a lower property 
tax rate for a fixed number of 
years during and after renova-
tion.   
 

Other preservation tax incen-
tives include a credit against 
local property taxes or state 
income taxes equal to 25% of 

rehabilitation expenses for 
abandoned textile mill build-
ings.  Highland Park Mill in 
Rock Hill, which dates from 
the late 19th century and is on 
the National Register, was an 
abandoned eyesore for many 
years before a combination of 
tax credits assisted with its 
conversion into apartments for 
seniors, as well as office space 
use.  The mill renovation will 
hopefully serve as a catalyst 
for redevelopment of the mill 
village neighborhood.  
 

For more information about 
historic tax incentives, visit the 
SC Archives & History website 
at: 
 

www.shpo.sc.gov/grants/ 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX INCENTIVES 

 

Above, Highland Park Mill prior to 
restoration, and below today as an 
affordable senior housing center. 
(Photos courtesy of the Landmark 

Group) 

 
Correction to The Re-
source October, 2010 issue:  
In addition to the Blackjacks 
Heritage Preserve in Rock Hill, 
the federally endangered 
Schweinitz’s Sunflower also 
enjoys permanent protection 
at a ten-acre prairie preserve 
at Historic Brattonsville. 
 

 (Thanks to Dr. Steven Fields, 
Curator of Natural History, at the 
York County Culture & Heritage 
Museums, for the updated infor-
mation.) 
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