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Impact of Growth inYork County

acres per day.

Less than 2% of land in York County is developed.
The regional rate of development is about 30 acres per day.

More than 15% of land is York County is developed.
The regional rate of development is over 100 acres per day.

More than 20% of land in York County will be developed.
The regional rate of development is estimated at over 140

(Courtesy of RENCI-CAGIS, Urban Institute, UNCC)

YCF: PROTECTING PROPERTY WITH CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

A conservation easement is a
restriction placed on a piece
of property to protect its

associated resources. The
easement is either voluntarily
donated or sold by the land-
owner and constitutes a legal
agreement that limits certain
types of uses or prevents
development from taking
place on the land in perpetu-
ity. Conservation easements
protect land for future gen-
erations while allowing own-
ers to retain many private
property rights and to live on
and use their land at the
same time, potentially pro-
viding them with tax benefits.
A conservation easement is
legally binding, whether the
property is sold or passed on
to heirs.

(Pictured at left, Abell- &
Wilson Farm, near E
Chester; at right
~ | Lacey’s Fort site near
- | McConnells;  bottom
right, property buffer-
ing Historic Brattons-
ville.)

With the assistance of the
York County Forever Com-
mission, over 6,000, acres in
York County have been pre-
served through conservation
easements since 1998. Al-
most 95% of this acreage is in
easements donated by the
owners, with YCF providing
administrative or stewardship
funds to facilitate the dona-
tion and ensure that the
property is monitored and
maintained according to the
terms of the easement. At a
fraction of the cost that
would have been required to
purchase the properties,
these easements have served
to protect a variety of re-
sources, including buffering
Historic Brattonsville, pre-
serving working family farms,

and conserving a diversity of
scenic viewsheds, historic
sites, and natural habitats
throughout the county.
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(Photos courtesy of Cotton Hills
Farm & SC Great Outdoors)
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Did you know?

York County’s development
“footprint” (average number
of developed acres per per-
son) went from 0.08 acres in
1976 to 0.33 acres in 2006.
While population increased
by 105% during this time-
frame, developed land area
increased by 310%.

L

Tax Incentive for Conserva-
tion Easement Donations
Extended for 201 |

In December, 2010, Congress
renewed an enhanced tax incen-
tive for conservation easements
that had lapsed for almost a year-.
The renewed tax incentive will be
in effect through December 31,
2011, and is retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2010.

The enhanced incentive, which
applies to a landowner’s federal
income tax, raises the deduction
a donor can take for donating a
voluntary conservation easement
from 30% of their income in any
year to 50%; allows farmers and
ranchers to deduct up to 100% of
their income; and increases the
number of years over which a
donor can take deductions from
6 to 16 years.

Legislation was again introduced
in February, 2011, in the Senate
(S.339) to make these incentives
permanent, and will be reintro-
duced in the House soon. You
may contact your representatives
through the Capitol switchboard
at 202-224-3121 to ask for their
support of this new legislation.

(Courtesy of Land Trust Alliance)
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WESTERN YORK COUNTY SCENIC BYWAY
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Established in 1991, the Scenic Byways Program is an effort
by the federal and state governments to identify, promote,
and manage our country’s varied and unique system of high-
ways and roads through community efforts. For more infor-
mation about the WYCSB visit the webpage at:

http://www.yorkcountygov.com/Departments/
DepartmentsFP/PlanningandDevelopment/Divisions
Planning /WesternYorkCountyScenicByway.aspx

For further information about the byway program visit:

‘ AMERICA'S

BYWAYS™

http:/ /www.byways.org/

Designated by the SC General As-
sembly in 2009, as the Western
York County State Scenic Byway,
this approximately 63 mile route has
endpoints at the Kings Mountain
Parks on SC 161 and the Town of
Smyrna on SC 97. In between these
two locations, the byway showcases
the rural landscapes and Mayberry-
esque towns of western York
County.

The corridor features historic, cul-
tural, and scenic resources, with
sites and structures dating from the
Colonial period through the 20th
Century.  The many attractions
along the route include the McGill
Crossroad Store, located at the
intersection of SC 55 and SC 161,
which has been in operation by the
same family since the 1880s; the
Witherspoon-Hunter House, lo-
cated on Liberty Street in York, built
in the 1820s and a spectacular exam-
ple of antebellum architecture, as
well as home to several prominent
York citizens; Bethesda Church,
located on SC 322 near McConnells,
built in 1820, and the oldest extant
church building in the county; and
the W. L. Hill Store in the Town of
Sharon, built in 1913, and once the
largest mercantile between Rich-
mond and Atlanta, selling goods
ranging from caskets to automobiles.
Meandering through the rustic
beauty of Kings Mountain, York,
Historic Brattonsville, McConnells,
Sharon, Hickory Grove, and Smyrna,
the byway offers the traveler a
glimpse into the rich rural heritage
of an era when the culture was

Earth Day
April 22, 2011:
A billion Acts of
Green®

COMMISSION CORNER

YCF will again be participating
in local Earth Day events by
offering informational displays at
the Anne Springs Close Green-
way (250 Dairy Barn Lane, Fort
Mill) celebration to be held on
Saturday, April 16, from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and at
the Museum of York County
(4261 Mount Gallant Road,
Rock Hill) event, to be held on
Saturday, April 30th, from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Earth Day is a day that is in-
tended to inspire awareness
and appreciation for the Earth’s
natural environment. Founded
by Senator Gaylord Nelson (D-
WI) as an environmental forum
in the United States, the first
Earth Day was held on April 22,
1970. The event is now coordi-
nated globally by the Earth Day
Network and is celebrated offi-
cially in more than 175 coun-
tries each April 22nd.

based on family farms and busi-
nesses and the impacts of the
outside world were often limited
to the weekly train schedule.

The benefits of scenic highway
designation include increased
business, tax revenue, and jobs
from tourist dollars; protection
of threatened resources; promo-
tion of responsible growth; com-
munity pride; eligibility for grants
and other assistance for en-
hancement projects and eco-
nomic development; and en-
hanced quality of life for resi-
dents and visitors.

South Carolina has over 500
miles in 22 state scenic byways,
four of which have also achieved
designation as a National Scenic
Byway, considered to have re-
gional or national distinction.
These include the Cherokee
Foothills Scenic Byway, which
traverses upper South Carolina
from Gaffney to Lake Hartwell;
the Ashley River Road Byway in
Charleston; the Edisto Island
Scenic Byway near Beaufort; and
the Savannah River Scenic Byway
which runs from Oakway to
Clarks Hill.

On your next drive in York
County or
throughout
South  Caro- |
lina, look for [«
this sign and §
sit back and [§
enjoy the ride! i

|3

In recognition of the power of
millions of individual actions,
Earth Day 2011 will be organ-
ized around the campaign A
Billion Acts of Green®: per-
sonal, organizational, and cor-
porate pledges to live and act
sustainably. For more informa-
tion, please visit the Earth Day
website at:

www.earthday.org
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