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BOARD OF RURAL FIRE CONTROL 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

October 27, 2016 

 

The Board of Rural Fire Control met on Thursday, October 27, 2016, at the Anna K. Hubbard Fire Training Center at 6:30 PM. 

 

Notices of the meeting were emailed to the members of the Board, the sixteen rural fire departments, and to the members of the 

media.  Notices were emailed to individuals who had requested copies. 

 

Board members present: Tommy Carroll, Frank Duncan, Oliver Dowdle, Johnny Boyd, Bruce Byrnes, Wayne Searcy, Ron 

Becknell, and Omar Kasso.  

 

Members of several fire departments were present.   

Representing County staff: Gary Starnes, Rickey Wilson, Mike Burns, and Billy Weatherford; Assistant County Manager, Andy 

Merriman 

 

Chairman Tommy Carroll called the meeting to order.    

 

Opening prayer:      Frank Duncan 

 

Persons on the Agenda wishing to appear before the Board:    

Fort Mill Chief Wilkerson gave an update on how Fort Mill will respond to request s for mutual aid calls  

 

Reading of the Minutes:      Tommy Carroll, Board Chairman 

Motion to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2016, meeting was made by Oliver Dowdle, with a second by Ron Becknell. 

All were in favor of the motion 

 

Finance Committee Report:       Bruce Byrnes, Committee Chairman 

Bruce Byrnes gave a monthly finance report. 

This was taken as information. 

 

Equipment Committee Report:    Frank Duncan, Committee Chairman 

Recommendation from the Committee to replace the items stolen from a Bullocks Creek Firefighter’s truck. 

This will include a complete set of turn out gear and a portable radio. 

An insurance claim was filed, and has received reimbursement from the insurance carrier less the deductible. 

All were in favor 

 

The Equipment Committee reviewed the pumper bids and recommend to the board to ask York County Council to reject both bids. 

All were in favor  

 

The Tanker Chassis bid was approved by York County Council and will be ordered. 

 

The Press Brake bid will be on the November 7
th

 agenda of the York County Council. 

  

Accident Review Committee:    Oliver Dowdle, Committee Chairman 
There were no accidents to report. 

A Mass E-Mail system for the Fire Service is to be developed; we are working with York County MIS 

  

Training Committee:         Gary Starnes, York County Fire Training Officer 

Gary Starnes gave a report on monthly training activities. The training burn building has been used several times as of this date.

     

 

Joint Training Center Committee:   David Jennings, Committee Chairman 

 Billy Weatherford gave an update 

There was a meeting with the project group and they were made aware of problems with the drafting pit.  

 

The Awards Committee is requested to look into requirements and procedures to obtain engraved bricks at the 911 memorial at the 
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Fire Training Center. 

 

Firefighter Physicals Committee: 

Bruce Byrnes gave an update. They plan to have a meeting, as he has obtained information to share. They will try to meet before 

the Chief’s Meeting.  

Recommendation from the committee at the request of PMC to add (2) more facilities to the current list of facilities for the 

firefighters to obtain physicals 

The (2) added are Baxter Urgent Care and Lewisville Medical Center. 

All were in favor of the recommendation as a motion.  

      

Old Business:  
Technical Rescue Report: 

Equipment has been ordered and is on the designated truck.  

Ron Becknell, Billy Weatherford, and Omar Kasso were appointed to a committee to come up with ideas on how to organize the 

team. 

 

Wheel Chocks are needed for tankers and pumpers. Cost estimate was obtained for the needed chocks; Check other apparatus that 

may need them. 

  

New Business:  
 

The November Board meeting will need to be rescheduled due to Thanksgiving holidays. 

Wayne Searcy made a motion to move the meeting to November 17, 2016, with a second from Frank Duncan. 

All were in favor of the motion 

 

Notice to be sent out requesting nominations of firefighters for awards. York County Firefighter of the Year and The Legend of the 

Flame Award. 

Deadline to submit nominations will be November 30, 2016. 

 

Motion to again hold the Fire Chief’s Banquet, hosted by the Board of Rural Fire Control, on January 30, 2017, at 7:00 pm  here 

at the training center.  Motion was made by Bruce Byrnes, with a second from Ron Becknell. 

All were in favor.  

 

Executive Session: 

Not needed  

 

Announcements: 
None 

 

Persons wishing to appear before the Board but not on the Agenda: 

Bill Dunlap, representative from the radio user group, addressed the request for surplus radios. 

It was asked that the board have staff look at the apparatus at Bethesda and have the proper amount of radios kept on them and 

that they ask Bethesda FD to update their alias list to the radio shop (Motorola) 

Frank Duncan made the motion to have Fire Safety Staff to look into this and report their findings. 

Johnny Boyd seconded the motion; all were in favor. Wayne Searcy abstained from the vote 

 

Johnny Boyd made a motion to hold off issuing any surplus radios to Bethesda until compliance with Fire Board Policy could be 

verified. Frank Duncan seconded the motion. 

All were in favor.  Wayne Searcy abstained from the vote 

 

Charlie Love, Chief, Clover Fire Dept. gave a update on the Clover High School Firefighter Program to start next year and what is 

needed to be considered to have a surplus pumper donated to them. 

They need to write a letter of their request 

 

Tommy White, Chief, Lesslie Fire Dept. asked if there were any updates on the EMR program with PMC. 

Assistant County Manage, Andy Merriman will try to get an update. 
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It was also requested if there was an update on the Firefighter Retirement issues. 

There was no updated information. 

 

Billy Weatherford gave an update on Firefighter Mobilization ,in which we received calls that we may be needed to help after 

Hurricane Matthew struck the Carolinas. 

 

Adjournment:   

   

The meeting adjourned with unanimous consent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rickey Wilson 

Senior Fire Prevention Technician 

York County Department of Fire Safety 

 

 

Note: The minutes of this meeting are a summary of the activities and discussions that took place during the Board meeting.  The minutes should not 
be construed as a complete transcript of the meeting.  The minutes will not be approved until the next Board meeting and are subject to be amended at 
that time.  Let it be known that the chairman does not vote on any action of the Board of Rural Fire Control unless there is a tie in the vote. 


