
Land Use Types

Neighborhood Residential areas include 
the greatest variety of types and densities of 
housing.  They are:  
•	 Located in areas easily served by utilities

•	 Near municipalities or centers

•	 Compatible with existing development

•	 Allowed to have more housing types, 
including medium- and small-lot single family 
homes, patio homes, cottage homes and 
townhomes near Centers

The Municipal Infill category is a flexible 
land use category intended for small pockets 
of land within the County’s jurisdiction that 
are surrounded by incorporated areas.  The 
appropriate uses in this category:
•	 Vary depending on location

•	 Are compatible with the uses that are existing 
or planned for the adjoining municipal lands

The Commercial Infill category is a flexible 
land use category intended for corridors that 
have a significant amount of commercial, 
service, and office development as well as 
land that is vacant or has the potential for 
redevelopment.  A variety of medium-intensity 
uses including general business and services, 
offices, restaurants, retail, professional and 
medical services are appropriate.  New 
development in this corridor should be 
designed to minimize driveways, connect 
parking lots and parellel roadways, screen 
parking from view, have attractive landscaping 
and street trees and include pedestrian 
facilities.

Town Centers are concentrated development 
areas containing a mixture of uses.  They 
are the focal points for the community. Town 
Centers offer a mix of residential and retail 
uses at a walkable, neighborhood scale.  
Baxter Village is an example. 

Employment Areas are intended to provide 
locations for economic development. These 
areas are marked by:
•	 Access to adequate transportation and utility 

infrastructure

•	 Close proximity to existing employment  

•	 Available land that is suitable for 
development

Industrial, warehouse, office, research, utility, 
tech-flex, technology, and a limited amount 
of appropriately located commercial and/or 
residential uses

Centers are concentrated development areas 
containing a mixture of uses.  They are the 
focal points for the community and should 
have a mix of housing types including small-
lot homes, townhomes and apartments. Three 
types of Commercial Centers are: 
•	 Community Centers serve an area up to 5 

miles and typically have125,000-400,000 
sqft. of non-residential.  

•	 Neighborhood Centers are smaller, generally 
30,000-125,000 sqft. 

•	 Rural Centers are small scale civic and 
commercial areas with less than 30,000 sqft 

The following descriptions are 
descriptive, not prescriptive, and 
indicate the general types of land 
uses desired in each category on 
the future land use map.
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The Agricultural Areas are primarily located in 
the western portion of the County. These areas 
are identified to maintain continuity of existing 
operations by reducing the potential for conflict 
from encroaching incompatible uses.  The 
predominant land uses in these areas include:  
•	 Farms

•	 Forestry lands

•	 Very low density residential uses
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Conservation Areas are intended to remain in 
their natural state in perpetuity. Conservation 
Areas include the following:  
•	 Parks & publicly-owned lands

•	 100- year floodplains

•	 Existing conservation easements  
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Rural Residential areas are marked by 
noncontiguous low density residential uses 
separated by farmed fields, pasture and 
forests. These areas lie outside of existing 
and future sewer service areas and rely on 
septic systems for wastewater treatment. Uses 
include: 
•	 Low density residential

•	 Agricultural homesteads

•	 Farms

•	 Forestry lands
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These areas are intended to provide an 
alternative to conventional development along 
the urban/rural edge of the County.  Although 
these areas are not identified on the Future 
Land Use Map, areas where this type of design 
is suggested will be outlined in the Plan.  
General design principles for these areas 
could include: 
•	 Higher open space requirement

•	 Low Impact Development design to protect 
water quality, key natural or cultural features

•	 Flexibility in lot size to allow clustering 

•	 Preserve the rural feel of the County
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l The Single Family Residential area is 
comprised of neighborhoods of detached 
housing and:  
•	 A rural or suburban character 

•	 Lots smaller than those in Rural Residential 
(1-2 dwelling units per acre)

•	 Light commercial uses at intersections of 
major roads and/or adjacent to existing 
commercial
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