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Housing Element – Goals and Strategies  

Goal H-1: Ensure a diverse housing mix is available to meet the needs of York County’s 
existing and future population. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Ensure the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances supports a diversity of housing types and 
residential lot sizes and densities.  

o Consider implementing a Comprehensive  Housing Strategy that examines the following: 
 Affordability of local housing 
 Range of housing options 
 Housing that addresses special needs and senior populations 
 Housing that is substandard, blighted or vacant 
 Housing is available to support economic growth and business recruitment 

o Amend development ordinance to address any barriers revealed in Housing Strategy 
analysis. 

o Consider changes to existing height limitations if new demand for higher density 
multifamily residential emerges. 

o Establish residential design guidelines and incentives to promote variety and quality of 
housing. 

o Ensure high quality public amenities are available to serve neighborhoods needs and 
enhance livability. 

2. Ensure housing choices are available that support multi-modal transportation by permitting 
higher density residential development along transportation corridors and at nodes where 
transit service is likely.  

3. Ensure housing is available for the aging population that is affordable, accessible and suitable to 
allow older adults to age in place and remain in our community. Housing that provides a safe 
and secure pedestrian environment in higher density urbanized areas and is near to destinations 
such as libraries, stores, and places of worship allows older adults to remain actively engaged in 
the community and should be supported. Possibly add graph/table here for demographic 
changes – specifically age related. 

4. Encourage infill development housing sites and ensure that new development or redevelopment 
is compatible with existing residential neighborhoods while not adding to the stress of currently 
overburdened infrastructure.  

• Amend development codes to review parking standards and design standards for 
walkability to make redevelopment and infill housing more desirable and financially 
viable. 
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Goal H-2: Ensure housing is located in areas that maximize the efficient use of existing or 
planned resources while also limiting intrusion into environmentally sensitive areas. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Identify areas where higher density single-family and multifamily housing is best suited to 
maximize the utilization of existing or planned utility infrastructure and require development to 
contribute to improvements to transportation and utility infrastructure to ensure efficient 
operation. Locate higher density housing on transportation corridors identified for transit 
service. 

2. Review annually and amend if necessary the Urban Services Boundary to continue focusing 
development within areas that are or can be served by existing utilities. 

3. Encourage Conservation Subdivisions as outlined in LU-4 located near public utilities to protect 
wetlands, sensitive habitats, trees, open space and other natural features while also maximizing 
efficiency of infrastructure. See Figure 2 in the Land Use Element for targeted areas. 

• Review existing Conservation Subdivision section of Zoning Ordinance and consider 
adding new policies to incentivize this type of development. 

• Explore the possibility of extending incentive to developers to include higher density 
bonuses, flexible lot sizes, expedited permitting and approval and conservation 
easements. 

• Partner with local land trust, homeowner’s association network or other community 
group to determine how to fund management of open spaces within the conservation 
development. 

4. Limit housing that may directly and negatively impact sensitive environments such as 
floodplains, conservation areas, and water bodies.  

• Identify key open spaces that should be preserved 
• Consider doing a “susceptibility to change” analysis to assess the likelihood of new 

development near or within sensitive areas. 
• Educate the community about the environmental, social and economic benefits of 

conservation developments. 
5. Coordinate with municipal partners to support their housing goals in urban enclaves, especially 

where utility infrastructure is already available.  

 

Goal H-3: Ensure policies are available to preserve and protect existing residential 
neighborhoods and protect our rural areas and culture. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. During the rezoning process, support policy, zoning, and regulatory decisions, that will provide 
protection against incompatible non-residential encroachments into existing, residential 
neighborhoods. 
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2. Ensure that infill development is compatible with the character of surrounding existing 
communities. 

3. Ensure zoning and subdivision codes for residential development accommodate sustainable, 
quality growth which complements and retains York County’s unique rural and urban character 
that also helps protect York County’s natural resources such as: granite outcroppings, 
waterways, farm land, timberland and scenic views.  

4. Identify communities on the fringe of urbanizing areas for possible neighborhood or small area 
plans to address issues from development pressures.  

5. Study the feasibility of establishing a program to evaluate and repair residential buildings that 
appear to be structurally deficient or uninhabitable. 

• Consider partnering with the Catawba Regional Council of Governments or non-profit 
community agencies to establish programs to address the findings. 

• Consider seeking grant funding to provide financial incentives to help home owners 
repair dilapidated, unsafe structures. 

6. Study the feasibility of extending the current Code Enforcement Program to go beyond 
responding only to customer complaints to also actively observing, reporting and monitoring 
code violations. 

Goal H-4: Encourage quality housing that is affordable for people of all ages, incomes, and physical 
abilities. 

1. Continue to encourage provision of housing that is affordable to all economic levels of residents 
and meets the needs of the diversifying population (e.g. rental apartments, townhouses, 
duplexes and first time home initiatives).  

• Study the impacts on requiring a portion of new development contain affordable 
housing. 

• Affordable is defined as housing that costs no more than 30% of a household’s monthly 
income. 

2. Promote diverse housing options that are affordable to all residents and are located within 
walking distances to services, retail, and employment opportunities particularly in the urbanized 
area.  

3. Encourage the distribution of affordable housing throughout the county.  
4. Continually evaluate flexible and innovative strategies that encourage private development of 

affordable housing.  


