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Community Facilities Element – Goals, Policies and Strategies  

Goal CF-1 Provide community facilities and services that meet the needs of the population of 
York County in a coordinated, cost-effective manner, while supporting desired land use 
patterns and development objectives. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Community facilities and infrastructure shall be directed to areas to meet existing needs or to 
support development in areas designated for growth as recommended by the Land Use Element 
of the Comprehensive Plan.  

• These facilities include sites for public safety (sheriff and fire), public utilities, schools, 
recreation and libraries.  

2. The Community Facilities element shall be closely coordinated with the Priority Investment 
Element and the development of the annual Capital Improvement Plan.  

3. Land use decisions shall support the adopted County Facility Masterplan and help to identify 
and prioritize needs and locations for new community facilities and services. 

4. Ensure the Zoning and Subdivision Codes supports land use and transportation goals as they 
relate to community facilities.  

• Consider requiring land to be set aside in mixed-use activity centers for community 
facilities such as libraries, schools, and parks. 

• Require safe and convenient pedestrian, vehicular, and bicycle connections between 
community facilities and the neighborhoods they serve. 

5. Explore opportunities for co-location of existing and planned public facilities—such as public 
schools, libraries, emergency shelters, bike and pedestrian pathways, parks, and community and 
recreational centers and facilities—where this approach might provide a mutual benefit and 
represent an efficient use of finances and staff resources. 

6. Discourage expansion of water / sewer and other public facilities that could increase 
development pressure in areas identified on the land use map that should remain agriculture 
and in some cases rural residential, except where needed due to conditions which prevent 
reliance upon well / septic systems.  

 

Goal CF-2 Utilize water and sewer utility extension policies as a growth management tool to 
prioritize the timing and location of new development. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Formally develop a coordinated, countywide policy to encourage water and sewer system 
expansion within the Urban Services Boundary. 

2. Cooperatively work with the municipalities and service providers to formally adopt the Urban 
Services Boundary. 
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3. Establish a procedural policy which determines the criteria to be reviewed when amending the 
Urban Services Boundary either during its normal review process or upon request from Council 
or the public. The items to consider may include the following (but not limited to) criteria:  

• Parcels immediately adjacent to the existing USB 
• Parcels adjacent to land already zoned multifamily, industrial, or commercial 
• Parcels not adjacent to vacant or underdeveloped parcels within the USB that could 

support similar type of development 
• A minimum score based on a point system calculating proximity to various existing 

community service facilities including but not limited to: schools, fire stations, 
convenience centers, public utilities and its location within the basin. 

4. Prioritize the completion of infrastructure and other capital improvements within existing urban 
areas and areas targeted for redevelopment and infill.  

5. Maximize the efficiency of existing infrastructure by encouraging growth in areas where services 
and facilities are available. 

6. Work with service providers to develop level of service standards for water and sewer service 
and infrastructure. 

7. Working with service providers, continue to research methods and measures to maintain high-
quality, cost-effective services to all customers. 

8. As needed, work with the County’s municipalities and service providers to refine or modify 
service areas to ensure they are structured in the most cost efficient manner for each 
jurisdiction. 

 

Goal CF-3 Ensure public safety, solid waste, recreation, and library services are available to all 
citizens. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Work with the Sheriff’s Department to ensure law enforcement services are available in the 
appropriate location as the County’s population grows. 

• Provide annual update of population and new building permit data. 
2. Work with local emergency service organizations to ensure adequate emergency vehicle access 

is available to all areas of the County. 
3. Support the York County Solid Waste Management Plan to provide adequate collection, 

processing, and disposal of solid waste and in an environmentally sound and economically 
feasible manner.  

4. Consider modifications of County development regulations to require new development to 
allocate land for future or expanded convenience centers if located in an area where a need has 
been identified. 

5. Actively support and coordinate library system expansion as it relates to implementing the land 
use plan.  
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6. Consider establishing a York County Department to administer and coordinate the management 
and maintenance of county owned and managed land and facilities located in the 
unincorporated areas of the county.  

Goal CF-4 Assist the York County School Districts in preparing for and accommodating growth. 

Policies/Strategies 

1. Work with the school system to identify strategic areas for new school construction that can be 
integrated into the future land use plan.  

• Encourage schools to locate within Urban Services Boundary and consider requiring a 
Special Exception for new schools located outside the USB. 

• Encourage schools to locate near existing residential neighborhoods and develop 
pedestrian connections to reduce traffic on roadways. 

• Coordinate with school districts on new development including rezonings and 
subdivisions to aid their long range planning efforts.  

2. Integrate schools into local neighborhoods by encouraging joint-use of facilities to create a 
community of learning and recreation resources. 


