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BOARD OF RURAL FIRE CONTROL 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

July 22, 2010 

 

The Board of Rural Fire Control met on Thursday, July 22, 2010, at the York County Fire Training Center at 6:30 PM. 

 

Notices of the meeting were forwarded to the members of the Board, the sixteen rural fire departments, and to the members of the 

media.  Notices were also forwarded to individuals who had requested copies, and a copy was posted on the bulletin board at the 

York County Fire Training Center. 

 

All members of the Board were present, with the exception of Chris Thompson and Dennis Settlemyer  

 

Members of several fire departments were present. 

 

Chairman David Hord called the meeting to order.    

 

Gene Thomas opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

 

Persons not on the Agenda Wishing to Appear before the Board: 

 

No one appeared. 

 

Reading of the Minutes:      David Hord, Chairman 

 

Minutes of the June 22, 2010, Board minutes were approved. 

Motion made by Kenny Gilfillan. 

Seconded by Gene Thomas. 

  

Finance Committee Report:       Steve Skinnell, Chairman 

 

The monthly finance report was accepted as information.   

 

Equipment Committee Report:     Gene Thomas, Chairman 

 

Hose roller:  

The Equipment Committee makes a motion that the Department of Fire Safety Shop build the hose turntables for each 

department that requests one.  The commercial one that was looked into was too expensive. The Fire Safety Shop can 

build each for $50.00 per unit.  Motion approved. 

 

 GPS for Engines:  

 The equipment committee makes a motion the Board not purchase GPS units for engines. Motion approved. 

 

Specifications for new engines:  

The committee reported that the specifications had been sent to Purchasing with the approved upgrades and changes. 

Assistant County Manager Anna Moore explained the details of adding to the specs the option of purchasing additional 

engines from a bid. 

 

Jerry Chapman asked if more information can be obtained on purchasing engines with bond money, and all at one time, 

similar to Lancaster County. More information will be obtained on this. 

 

Pager Amplifiers:   

Seven (7) per department were ordered and delivered at the last chiefs meeting. 

 

Grass Truck Specifications:  

Gary Starnes gave a report on the grass truck specifications with the changes for this year. 

(Changes listed in Equipment Committee meeting minutes). 
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A motion was made from Equipment Committee to accept the changes and send out these specifications for bid.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Newport Fire Department requested that they may want to upgrade their truck to a full 4-door cab, and from steel wheels 

to 19.5” polished aluminum wheels, at their expense.  This will require a change in the current specifications that will be 

sent out, or an option be added to the specifications. 

 

Discussion: Jerry Chapman stated that this would be a major change to what we have purchased in the past; Bill Dunlap 

expressed the same concern. 

 

Motion made to allow this: 

Voting in favor: Larry Williams, Kenny Gilfillan, Gene Thomas. 

Voting against: Jerry Chapman, Bill Dunlap, Steve Skinnell. 

This resulted in a tie so Chairman David Hord broke the tie by voting in favor of the motion. 

Motion passed to allow the option of a 4-door cab and polished aluminum wheels paid for by Newport Fire Department. 

 

 

Accident Review Committee:    Larry Williams, Chairman 

 

 No more information has been received on the Lesslie grass truck accident. 

 Tommy White gave some information and asked questions about insurance coverage. 

Members of the Board discussed that the policy of the Board is that the fire department is responsible for the first $1,000 

of the cost of the repairs, and it will be a Fire Board decision on a case by case basis if they file an insurance claim. 

 

A motion was made to absorb the cost of $836.37 over the $1,000.00 Lesslie Fire Department will be responsible for, and 

to not file an insurance claim. 

Motion made by Larry Williams; second by Steve Skinnell. 

All voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of Kenny Gilfillan. 

 

The truck has been repaired and is back in service. 

 

There was also an accident with the Bethel ladder truck where a lid over the controls came open, and while backing into 

the station it was damaged.   

At this time it has been repaired by the Department of Fire Safety at no cost. 

From the Accident Committee, motion made to have the driver complete a driver refresher course and not be allowed to 

drive until he completes the course.  Motion passed. 

 

There was accident with a Bethel engine that hit a wall, causing damage to the wall and the engine. Bethel Fire Chief  

Don Love stated that the wall had been fixed and paid for by the firefighter responsible for the accident. At this time the 

engine has not been repaired and a cost of the repair is not known at this time. 

From the Accident Committee, motion made to have the driver complete a driver refresher course and not be allowed to 

drive until he completes the course.  Motion passed. 

 

Firefighter involved in York Grass Truck accident has taken a driver refresher class. 

 

Discussion by Jerry Chapman: Is driver refresher course required by the fire departments?  Currently ISO requires driver 

training and refreshers annually. The Department of Fire Safety offers a refresher course, mainly classroom, to any fire 

department that requests it. Several fire departments request it annually. It was requested that this be added to items to be 

looked at by the Training Committee.  
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Miscellaneous 

 

Old Business:  
 

 Discussion of the priorities voted on by the Board at a previous meeting. 

 The Fire Chiefs Association requested that the Board change its priorities to communications being first priority, and 

purchasing more hand held radios be next. 

 

 Discussion: 

 Steve Skinnell stated that with the new training requirements he would like to see it changed to:  

 1
st
 Training Center 

 2
nd

 Radios 

 3
rd

 Substations 

 

 Jerry Chapman stated that for safety reasons he would like to see the radios priority, with training second. 

 

 Gene Thomas stated he didn’t see the need for more radios and made a motion to leave the priorities as they were voted on 

in the previous meeting.  Bill Dunlap seconded the motion 

 

 Voting in favor: Bill Dunlap, Gene Thomas, Kenny Gilfillan. 

 Voting against: Steve Skinnell, Larry Williams, Jerry Chapman. 

 This resulted in a tie. Chairman David Hord broke the tie by voting against the motion. 

 Motion failed. 

 The chairman stated that they will revisit this issue at the next meeting. 

 

 

New Business: 

 

 A request from the Department of Fire Safety to purchase a new replacement ice machine for the training facility:   

 Cost $2,004.79 

 Motion made by Gene Thomas. 

 Second by Kenny Gilfillan. 

 Motion approved. 

 

 Request from Bethany Fire Department for the Dept. of Fire Safety Shop to change the front bumper hose compartment to 

a more usable design similar to what came on other engines. Bethany would pay for any costs associated with the 

modification. They also request that they be allowed to add a Q siren during the modification and they would make all the 

necessary purchases for that item. 

 

 Jerry Chapman made the motion to approve all items asked for. 

 Steve Skinnell seconded the motion. 

 All in favor; motion passed. 

 

 Discussion of Training Committee: 

 County Attorney recommends not passing a standard lower than what the State has. 

 

 Appointment of Board members to training committee by Chairman David Hord: 

  

 Bill Dunlap 

 Larry Williams 

 Jerry Chapman 

 Gary Starnes will serve as the staff liaison. 

 

 Request made to purchase two (2) welders needing to be replaced in the shop for fabrication and maintenance:  
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 1 Tig Welder   $1,734.66 

 1 Mig Welder  $5,349.45 

 

 

 These welders will be purchased using money left over from 2009-2010 funds. 

 Kenny Gilfillan made the motion. Larry Williams seconded. All in favor; motion passed. 

   

 

Persons wishing to appear before the Board but not on the agenda: 

  

Chief Manera, York FD, spoke on the radio issue. He suggested using the volunteer firefighter incentive program points to 

determine who would get a radio because all who get points are active, and the chief would still have to issue radios to 

certified firefighters and not to non-certified members. 

 

Chief Don Love, Bethel FD, asked when the manuals will be issued; Chief David Jennings stated they hoped to have them 

by the next chief’s meeting. 

Chief Don Love also added that using the system mentioned by Chief Manera, the chiefs would still have to determine 

who was issued radios.  

 

Bill Dunlap asked to also put the radio user group policies in the manual. Chief Jennings asked that he be sent the 

information. 

 

Information was given on new physical forms for firefighters to begin using August 1
st
, 2010.  Chiefs must check in the 

box the type physical the member should receive. Under current policy, only members of the Hazardous Materials 

Response Team should get a Haz Mat physical. Anyone needing the new forms let the Dept. of Fire Safety know. The 

forms are also on the DFS web site under Documents. 

 

It was requested that an annual list be sent to all chiefs with the members of the Haz Mat Team. 

 

The Fire Chiefs Association requested adding contact information for Board members. 

It was decided that E-Mail contact for all Board members be added to DFS website. 

 

It was discussed that the air conditioning was not working in the classroom, making it very uncomfortable to have a 

meeting there and if possible have the next meeting at another location. 

Newport FD offered to allow the meeting to be held at Newport Station 1. 

 

Assistant County Manager Anna Moore advised she would have Building Maintenance check the A/C to see if any repairs 

could be made, or what was needed to make it cooler in the classroom. 

 

Adjournment:   

 

 Kenny Gilfillan made the motion to adjourn. 

 Larry Williams seconded the motion. 

   

The meeting adjourned with unanimous consent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rickey Wilson 

 

 
 
Note: The minutes of this meeting are a summary of the activities and discussions that took place during the Board meeting.  The minutes should 

not be construed as a complete transcript of the meeting.  The minutes will not be approved until the next Board meeting and are subject to 
be amended at that time.  Let it be known that Chairman Jennings does not vote on any action of the Board of Rural Fire Control unless 
there is a tie in the vote. 


